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cerns you, in your Es on 


\ Ja Zo . er U 2 


* bn Sur 4 


5 mark that you ſhould be bert * 
of both your Miniſters at once. In 
this Situation the Eyes of many art 

upon you, and much is Pom cf 
| Therefore that you may purſue the End | 
Jou have in View, with Wiſdom, Una 
. and true Zeal, and that fuck . 
a Minifiry may frill be found. among | 
you, as may help to ſupport, ang” 
carry om to Advantage, not the In- 
tereſt of a Sect, or Party, but. a 

Scriptural CR Oe Fe — is "ou 

"mn FW: wy 1 


Tour obliged | 0985 + 
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16* Verſe... 


. is Tous; 3 and 4 FIN Auel. | 2" 8 
ler in Love, auelletb in 096, 3 
and God i in Dim. 


H E 8 E Words your late 3 4 
Paſtor deſired me to preach from, _ 

. "9 upon the Occaſion. ” his Death; Fn 
ad his profeſſed Defign herein was to bear Pts 
his dying Teſtimony to the Importance of 
- this divine Principle, Love, Upon all the 
Views he had taken of Religion, he appre- 


bended Love to be ſo eſſential to it, that 


without that, all our religious Pretenſions - 
are vain and "inſignificant. And herein we . 


by ſhall find him entirely right, if the Autho- 9 ke 


rity of Chriſt and bi . " be re- 
garded i in this Caſe. 
To one that aſked our Saviour, which i is 

the firſt Commandment of all, he makes this 
; Anſwer, n n ITY : 
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ament. And the Tecond 5 16 r bike, namel 
this, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbonr as thyſelf. 95 
_ There is none other Commandment greater 
. He. here fignihes, . that theſe 

© © two Precepts contain in them he 8 abſtance 
of moral Duty; and are of far greater Ac- 
= 2 count, than all inſtituted ! Rites, and... Ce- 
= = — ren nner 

1 S. Paul Gays; Rom. xlii. 10. Lot 


os the 
. * of the mor of that Law that is 
pl eternal Obligation, and which enters __ 
to, and makes up, the principal Part of al 
=>: 11, of. true Religion. #4 
after high Encotnium.' given of it, 1 6 ; 7 
= xm; 73. he lays, "New abjdeth Faith, Hope, 2 
mu Charity, (the Word in the Original is is 


* the ſatne © * is elſewhere rendered Love) | 
Theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe it Char 
5 th Here are three Chriſtian Graces men- 
|  Honed, of. great Actount,' and the Prefe- 
Lene is given to Charity. Thus chis inſpired - 
E - © - Writer places i birſt, if not in 1 Order, yet 1 
= in "Dignity. 41d 
Lap our K le dan a great Pitch”: 
5 7 4 q yer) | zealous Promoter of Chriſtian 
e is called once and again, "the 
7 A b Jet loved. He ved all 
nis Diſciples „bat this he had a peculiar 
. ; e 


5 able. In the 1/ 


A ita). 

. for 5 ho why? becauſe he moſt 
. excelled in this divine Quality. From 
awhence we learn, that Chriſt loves thoſe = 
_- Chriſtians beſt, who are moſt char the 
Influence of Love. 
Ap as St. Fabr. A oa 3 5 
Reg ard to this Principle in his on Life, 
FAN iſtle in the moſt in- 
gaging Manner, plu all Chriſtians, to a 
Ha to it likewiſe. It would take up 
of my Time to quote all he = 
Head; for that, I muſt recommend 
the ſerious Reading of the Epiſtle 2 
but, at your Leiſure, confining myſelf to 
the Words of my Text. Only allow me 


to make this one „ | Regard to 4 


the Epiſtle in general; that, -as the Author 
of in ved the: longeſt of any of the Apo- 
ſtles, he faw Men of corrupt Principles, 
and of violent and factious Tempers, riſing 
up in the Church, who, for want bf! being 
ee the Direction of this Pri 


Religion i in the World; therefore he takes | 
ſo much Pains to Ancient it, | 
_WnarT he ſays on the Aa dg us, 
in the Words I have read, N tremark- 
he gives us this 
noble Idea of te fn he Supreme Being, that he 
ii Lowe. 2dh, erts, that every one 
1 profeſs 'the ic Chika Religion, © and | 


We. \ 


* 1 
' 


t the greateſt Diſgrace upon the beſt _. 


2% \ 


en, FTE NES 9h 85 " w F 5 * 


- ES under the e of this divine Prin- „ 


4 on. is. a true Chriſtian. - 


r noble: at 


of 1. 5 Supreme Being, namely, that „ 


is Love. The Apoſtle had mentioned it 
once. before, and he here repeats it, that we 


might take the more Notice of it. That 
there is a God, the Frame and Make of 
the general Syſtem of the World, and of 


every Creature in it, loudly tells us; but 


what he is, that we are not able fully to 
; comprehend at preſent; nor ever [ſhall by 
all our Reſearches through the endleſs Ages 
of Eternity; though to be ſure we ſhall 
| know vaſtly more ef him than we do now, 
when we come to ſee him face o * 
But ſomething conſiderable we may know 


of God at preſent, while we view him in 


the Glaſs of the Creation; and ſtill more 
from the Diſcoveries he has made of him- 
ſelf in his Word. There we find all Per- 


fections in general aſcribed to him, and 
here in my Text one in particular; name 


ly Loue. God is Love. Hereby the Apo- 


ſtle ſignifies, that this Perfection is in God 
in an infinite Degree, and has been moſt | 


we abundantly manifeſted by him. 15 
A2 ah, IT is here aſſerted, in Conſequence 
of this Character that is given of God, 


that every one who profeſſes the Chriſtian 


5 9 and 1s under the of 


"his 


77 (= ) 
this Principle; is a true Chriſtian. And he 
that dwelleth in Love,  dwelkth in God, and © 
Gid in him. He char due llerb in Love, Ml 
i. e. he that abideth and continueth in the 
Exerciſe of this Principle, in the Practice 

of this Duty; what of him? He dwel- 

beth in God, and God in him. The Apoſtle 
means, he continueth in a State of Favour 
with God, is united to him, and has Com- 
munion with him through bis good Spirit: 

which muſt ſignify, in other W e 

hei is a true Chriſtian. 

- Hare: then I would ſhew, 


i Ho ow God bus mania TY 13 to 
us, ſo as to deſerve the Character that 


is yur a him 1 in the Text. 


n. e it may be aid of any one, 
that he dwells i in Love. 2 


m. Tur to be vague the prevailing 
Influence of this divine Principle, is a 
certain Mark, K our * d true Chri- | 


ſtians. 


I. I would ſhew tis God Has manifeſt 
ed his Love to us, ſo as to deſerve the Cha- 
rater that is given him in my Text. It is 
: or , the e in 3 that he's. - 

B 2 . - 
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1 A 
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et” - 
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4 * 


Love; has Regard to be D bf overy he | 
 _ __ _ has-made of his Love, TEL | 
Nav God: has diſcovered 1. 1 in 


1 the Works of Creation and Providence in 
general; but eſpecially in that glorious | 
Work of Redemption by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. For God to make ſuch a vaſt and 

. beautiful World as this, to ſtore it with a 
5 great Variety of Creatures of different Sorts 
| and Capacities, and to make ample Pro- 
viſion for all; in order to render them hap- 

© PY; according to the A Capacities' he 
has given them; to continue this 
Frame of Things, wil this Proviſion, for 
ſo many Generations, affords a wonderful - 
Diſcovery of his Love. But to bring about 
a Redemption. for a World of finful Crea- 
tmttures, is {till more extraordinary. This, if 

V confider, who and what the Objects of 

It are, the Dignity of the Perſon employed 
in this Work, the Manner in which it was 
effected, the Evil the Redeemed are freed 
from, and the that is provided for 
them, i a moſt aſtoniſhing In ance of Di- 
vine Love: And as ſuch it is py Joker of in 
the New Teſtament. Fobn iii. 16. our Sa- 
viour ſays, God fo loved the World, that be 
gaue bis only 33 Son, that wboſbever 
believeth in bim ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Lafe. Rom. W 7, 8. St. Paul 
intimates that the moſt extraordinary In- 
ſtance 


| 


SO 


4 
RHP. 


(ar 1 
| tance of human Love bean nn 1 
for” to this. For ſcarcely | 00 4 ke teen 105 
Man, ſays he, will one die, yet entures 
8 2 good Man ſome aer fe even 1 to die. 

But God commendeth his Love to us, in that. . 
while we were yet Sinners; Chriſt died for us, 
And our Apoſtle lays, i in the Chapter where 
my Text is, Verſes 9, 10, In this was mas 
| nifafted the Love of 
that God ſent his only begotten Sum into the 
World, that we might live through bim. 
Herein is Love, not that aue loved God, but. 
that he loved us, and ſent. bis Son 10 be 1 
Propitiation for our Sins; q. d. This is the 
higheſt Inſtance, the moſt us Mani- 
feſtation of Divine Love, far exceeding all 
others, . Herein God exhibits his Love, in 


Jad towards us; becauſe | 


order to inſpire us with the fame Princi= 


L. ; to move us to imitate =_ e Aer 
WM 12 us enquire, Wben it it may be 
„ of any one, that he dwells in Love? 
„With Reſpe& to God ; 2dly, ann. | 
Reſpe to his Chriſtian Brethren, © | 
1, Wir Reſpect to God, We en 
 heeauſe he firſt loved us. God is the high- 
eſt Gbject of our Love, the moſt worthy 
of it; and therefore he chins it in the firſt _ 
Place. God conſidered abſolutely, as a Be- 
9 Pole of all JO” N 8 
an 


: (14 i „ 
and as he Qands related” us as Creator, 
Preſerver, and “ eat, : As ſuch 
the true Chriſtian ieder bis Eſteem and 
Love upon him. 43 
Bur What is it to Jew God? To hays 
all the Powers of our Souls operate towards 
bim with the greateſt Complacency and 
Babes and to evidence this by the moſt 
ready and chearful Obedience to his Will 
in all Things. Jobn iv. 15. our Saviour 
ſays, I ye love me, keep my Cummandments. 
And our Apoſtle, For res is the Love. of 
God, that ue keep bis Commandments, and. 
557 (nende are not grievous, cha p. v. 
This is the only ſure Proof of it. In 
vain are all our Pretenſions to the Love of 
God, if we live in Diſobedience to his Will, 
made known to us, either by the Dictates 
of our own Minds, or by his Son Jeſus 
| Chriſt, the. great Revealer of the Fathers 
Will. We may feel the greateſt Warmth 
of! Affection, and utter the moſt pathetic 
Expreſſions of Love, but if our Minds are 
carnal or not ſubject to the Law of God, 
all this will prove a mere Deluſſon. There 
is a great deal of Difference in Perſons na- 
tural Make, which may tempt ſome to 
think they greatly love God, when in 
Truth they are Enemies to bim, and others 
to fear they are deſtitute of this Principle, 


Wa at the ſame Time it governs in them; 
but 
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pur While we make an n en W 
the divine Will, the grand Criterion of our | 
Love, we cannot be deceived. . bs 

Wo Lr us conſider when: any us 


be ſaid to dwell in Love, Aas it re- 4 


| ſpent his Chriſtian Brethren.” 'Ver. 11. The 
Apoſtle having extolled the Love of God 
to us, concludes thus; Beloved, if God fo 
loved us, we ought a a to love one another. 
God has given us a bright Example of 
univerſal Love, 'by the Love he hath thew- 
ed to us all | 
7 THE true Chriſtian: they! Glebrers a be- 
coming Regard to all that are dignified 
with the human Nature, agrar to the 
common Ties of Humanity; but a more 
diſtinguiſhed Affection for all the true Fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, by what other Names ſo- 
ever they may be called, or however they 
may be unhappily divided; temembering, 
there is one Body, and one Spirit, one Hope 
of our Calling; one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm ; one God and Father of all, who's is 1 
above all, and through all, and in us al. 
Bor how does the true Chriſtian exert 

his Love to his Chriſtian Brethren ? In va- 
_rious Ways, as he has Opp rtunity and A. 
| bility. He will, in the firſt Place, culti- 
vate in his Mind a kind Diſpoſition towards 
all, and will induſtriouſſy check and ſup- 
0 preſs all AEST, and Wrath, "WA" " Ks, 1 

e e OS. 5 
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Fl 
1. 


chat: 


"9 = i - 


Ti 


bes 3 when, upon Occ ſion 1 
Differences in Sentiment or Practice, 
perverſe Paſſions are found working 


in him. He will not perſecute his Chri- 


* 7 
* 1 
* . 


| ſtian Brethren in any "gta 


dwelleth in God, and God in bim. He that 
thos continneth in the Love| of 


* of God, and hath Con 


whatever, when 
it is in bis Power fo to do, but will ever 
treat them with Candour, and Benevolence ; 
* will pity and pray for them, will help, and 
relieve. them, "Wl bear the weakneſs of 
| ſame, and the perverſeneſs of others, and 


Will take Pleaſure in the ſuperior Excellen- 5 
cies of the beſt, how much ſo ever they 
may eclipſe bim. Theſe Offices of 8 


he finds every where recommended in the 


New. Teſtament, and therefore ſtrives with 


all his Heart to form is 1 1 0 _ | 
ACC 8 to . l | 


4 4 


II. 1 co to . 1 Ea, 10 Mag Un- | 
der the prevailing Influence of this divine 


11 Principle, is a certain Mark of our being 


true Chriftians. He that dwelleth i in Love, 


God, and 
his Chriſtian Brethren, abideth in the Fa- 
munion with 
him by his good Spirit, therefore he foot 
needs be a true Chriſtian | 

. 5 of "thi Mark of our 
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75 a \ cs 9 
91 if; Tun is the Ima 90 bf 6 God TY 
| which, diſcovers us to 1 his Children. God 
1 Love, and he; that is indued with the 
fame good C Quality is like him, be 45 "qe 
felt as "his Father in Heaven is perfet#; i. e. 
he is Partaker of the ſame divine Perfection 


wich God, though in an infinitely leſs Des 


gree. Thus he i is-a Child of God, which, 
mn our en is but another Phraſe * 


1 is not any of Stein Wirte that Fr 
nominates us the Children of God, in a 
Senſe that will turn to our Salvation. For 
our Saviour tells the Jews, who boaſted „ 
their Relation to God as their Father, while 
they wete under the Influence of a malici- 
ous 5 2 N are of your Father the Devil, . 

Joh viii. 44. But where Love rules in * 
Heart, and produces its amiable Fruits in 

the Life, we may then juſtly lay Claim to 
the Relation of Children to 1 ad _ 
| will certainly Own us as ſuch. FA © * TY | 
ay, Tris divine Principle manifeſted: 
itſelf. in Jeſus Chriſt in the. "Mluftrious* 
Manner. He ſhewed the Love to 
God and Man. TO by: a moſt rea- 
dy Conformity to his Will in the great Af- 
fair of our Redemption. He could ſay, 1 
delight to db thy Will, O ny Gad, yea. th 
Law is within my Heart : He become: Bell. | 
dat to Death, a Death of * . | 


Fo Oo SOT OE 


_— — 


— — 


Mankind! 1 
Earth; and engaged 


in the 0 


he Jeſus. Obeic?. = thi tare of han, 
| and is aud Hin; But he that is AeRmüte 


— Faith in Jeſus Chtiſt freque 
tioned as the only Thing 
nominate a Mana: Chtiſtian. Gal. ili. 26. 
the Apotite figs, We are all ves Children 0 
Goa ) Nuß in Chrijt 'Feſu 


T3230). 
Fi Aup | how aftoniſhi g was his Love to 
This drew him from We " 
neaged him; who was the 
Brightneſs of tte Father's Glory, to appear 
Im of a Servant. This carried 
ough the moſt! laborious Services, to 


the Souls and Bodies of Men, amidſt all the 


tion that was made to him. And 


4 this led him to die under the -odious N __ | 
of a Malefactor. His Spirit and Temper 
was all Lobe and Goodneſs, and al his 
; Kent flowed dae 1 Principle. 


PO 
a. 4 23 
: 1 


ple, bears a Name * does 
cri en WI S 
ee Tuts chews our Faith to ibs "ſy 
and genuine. We find; in the D. w. Teſta- 
ntly' men- 
requiſite to de- 


| Sa Bob. fi. 
8. Saber he are fred 'cbroug Fuirb. 


wen See Character of this aeing Fuith is, 


4 wane Gal v, 6. For in 
| a 8 


5 = nf % wh 17% N 1. : 
Nun 1 1 „ N . ber — N . N 5 5 2 4 
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2 A Farrn 
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Ciety of Saints and Angels. 


. 6 
A Falz chat reſteth in a mere Afar : 
« the Mind, the Sctiptute calls a! dad 
Fiaitl; it therefore can never denominate 
a Man a living Member of Jſeſus Chrift, 
But that Belief of the glorious Doctrine of 
the. Goſpel that iafoires the Mind of the 
| Chritisn with worthy Sentiments of God, 
that excites him to a chearful Conformity 
to his Will, and particularly to ſhew forth a 
benevolent Temper of Mind; may be known 
by its Fruit, to be true and genuine. 
TT. Wu we live under the Jn- 
1 of this divine Principle, we diſcover 
a Temper that directly fits us for, the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the heavenly World. The beſt 
Idea we can form of Lee is that in it 


finite Delight, drink in a Fulneſs of Hap- 
pineſs, flowing immediately from him; 
and at the ſame Time cultivate the moſt 
5 perfect Friendſhip) with all the bleſſed 8o- 
And divine 
Love directly qualifies us for: all this, Sure- 
y then what 5 the Chtiſtian for this moſt 
perfect State, muſt needs aſcertain the 
Truth of his Chriſtianity. - Ay. 
n the laſt Place, Chrig: and, his Apo- | 
ſtles have expreſsly declared this to be a:cer- 


lg tain Mark & a true Chriſtian... Jahn xiii. 


35. By this, fays our Saviour, ſhall all Men 
ſnow. he? ye are my Diſciples 12 7 have 
"x Love 


> ſhall. behold the Face of God with in- 


(0) 


Love one to another. This is the Mark by 
which Chriſt will have his. Followers di. 
ſtinguiſhed from all others; muſt it not 
then be a true one? And our Apoſtle 
much inſiſts on this as the Nb ve 
Character of a true Cbriſtian. 1 Jobn ii. 
180, 11. He that loveth bis B e abideth 
EM the-Light, — but be that bateth his Bro- 
< gher is in Darkneſs. His Meaning is, . 
1 one ſhews himſelf a true Chriſtian, the 
other a wicked Man. Chap. iii. 10. In 
this the Children of God are manifeſt, Fro 
the children of the Devil; whoſoever doth not 
=, Righteouſneſs is not of God, neither be that 
=— loveth not bis Brother. Chap. iv. 12. No 
Man bath: ſeen God at any Time. © If we 
love one another, God duwelleth in us, and 
hi Love is perfetted in us. Our Love to 
the Brethren js the ſure Teſt of our Love 
to God, and conſequently of our Relation 
to him, through Jeſus Chriſt, My 1 Wt 
5 Is produced for the very ſame Purpoſe. . - 
Fuus we ſee what a certain Mark it is 
of a true Chriſtian, to be under the 
ling Influence of Love. He mn 
dwelleth in Love muſt needs dwell in God, 


and Gad in him, that is, in other Words, EX: 
he muſt needs A a Aer ne, be 
ay * is W b 
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„se me now to anke e. Jes Uſes 
of what has een ſaid. n 8147 
1, HzWer we lee. 10 en or reQify 

"ee Notions of God.” Nothing is of greater 
Importance in Religion, than to conceide 
a-right of the Deity we worſhip. The 
Want of this has been one main Reaſon of 

all the Extravagancies Men have run into, 

under the Notion of Religion, If we con- 
ceive of God as arbitrary, and abſolute in 

his Determinations concerning his Crea- 

tures; rejecting ſome, and receiving others 
Without any Regard to their moral Con-. 
0 duct, will not this lead ſome into too great 
_ Confidence of themſelves, without any good 

Ground to ſupport it, while others of a 
different Temper, will be apt to fink into 
Deſpair? But if we regard him, as my 
Text leads us to do, as poſſeſſed of all na- 
tural Perfections, and theſe all under the 

Influence of every moral Perfection, and 
eſpecially this of Love; it muſt render hin 
moſt amiable in our Eyes, excite us to | 
draw nigh to him in all Acts of Worſhip 
with great Chearfulneſs, to do his WIils 
with Pleaſure, and when at any Time we 5 
are ſo unhappy as to offend him, to turn 

to him, with Hope in his Mercy, while 

we feel deep Reſentment in ourſelves at our” 


own F " ar Diſingenuity. f 
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- Hence we learn whe; an excel- 
ent Thing true Christianity is. * 
Bi ten, as it is upon Ic 
the New Teſtament, is a — glorious | 
Diſplay + of; divine Love. The whole of it 


 Aows from this; Fou lin This is what 
St. wy means, when he ſays, By Grace 
ure ig a it is found in the true 


* briſtian, it is the E Exertion of ſupreme = 
[- = to God. and of all-Good-will to Men, 
under the Influence of Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chtiſt. Love is the fulfilling of this 
Law. It is che true Principle, and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, without. Which it de 
rates into a worthleſs Thing, and man 
Times into chat which is worſe. Fel 
ET tonfider it in this Light, and 
chey cad hone nothing to object againſt:it; 
and let but thoſe who profis it, i it forth _ 

br one of one: ene their Lives 


1 1 1 N " ih it. Ian your Tight 
13 drr Men, and wa will 


pour Father who is in Heaven, | Nota 
„ 2dh;/Hevor we are led to eanko-chis 
melancholy Reflection, namely, how (rare 
” Thing Trae (Ghriftianicy is] If it be a ver- 
tain Character of a true Chriſtian, that be 
i hu —_—_ of the God of 
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give: themſelves up to the 8 of the 
angry Paſſions, when they dwell, not in 
the Light of celeſtial Love, but in the Fire 
ok a dark and miſguided Zeal. - What half 
we ſay where Men's fierce” Se, 
about intricate Points of Faith, and A - | 
of Worſhip, about Names and Cute 
haye ſoured. their Tempets, and alienate: 
| their Hearts one from another, ſo "that 
| while they make a great Noiſe about Re- 
kgion, Love, that ſhould be the leading 
Principle of it, is the leaſt Ingredient in it. 
I CAN nor but think Church- Hiſtory 
Contains a moſt” melancholy” Relation of 5 
Things, ' while it furniſhes us with little 
elſe but Accounts of the Working of Pride, 
tte Love of Power and Riches, and the : 
Hke corrupt Luſts, carrying the Profeſſors 5 
of Chriſtianity into violent Strifes and CVn- 
tentions, which have brought on the moſt 
dreadful E Devaſtations that have been ſcen 
off the Face of the Earth. Are theſe 
i thy Diſciples, | sus! who were to 
. known by th Badge, | their Toe 
«one to another!” Let Men OE 5 
i earneſtly for the Faith as they will, 
ded there be no Infringenv + the 
| Eiple of Love; but where theſc are Nb | 
one againft another, the wile of our Re- 
1 = fuffers preatly, and we very much 
e Se njuve, 
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| Let an bers. Monk 9 op * 
a * Ig of the Miſbehaviour 


gurſelves, Chriſtians, to the Teſt of t 
ert. God. i Love. © Do 1 dwell in 
4 Love? Am 1 like. him -Then am 1a 
Child of God, a Chriſtian indeed. But 
« if I am under the Influence. of Malice 
_ %and, Hatred, or any other carnal Luſt, 
ee and the Good 
of 3 then I belong. 
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Tux true Cbiiſtian Pl God 12 0 4 
10 as to be ready to ſacrifice every other 
Intereſt that ſtands in Competition with 
bigs) and farther. evidences his Love 10 
by all Acts, and Offices of Kindneſs 
to his Fellow-Chriſtians. What Claim 
then can I have to this high Character, 
« if my carnal Mind be Enmity againſt 
« od, and if I can allow. myſell 
< malign, oppreß, and grieve my Chriſtian. 
Co Brethren i in any wiſe; if 1 can allow 
myſelf. to diſtutb the Peace of Societies, 
6e te the Heart, and weaken che 
ands of my lie, a lp be moroſe, 


4 Kenlorious, „ an placable? * 
0 1 


t 


« yur b 
1 t Behaviour (as it is of too many e, 4 


. Chriſtian,. that he. dwells in I. 


24 Deſcription of my Ta 


bo, be ſors). where is my Chriſtianity?” 
 5thly, Ir this be the Character of 4 woe 


| then, who call ourſelves Cheiſtians; | be care 


let us 


ful to cultivate. this divine Principle in us, 1 


aſſuring ourſelves that without it all our 
Religion is vain. 
By: Word of God inſtead of many, touch, 
ing the Proof of this. 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. 
5 I 1 ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 


Take one Declaration f 


and Ang gels, and have not Charity,: (i. e. „ 


Love) 7 am become as ſounding Braſs, or a 
 tinkling . Cymbal. + And though' I have the | 
gift of Prophecy, and ' underſtand all Myfte- 

ries, and all Knowledge ;\ and though I hav 

alt Faith, o that I could remove Mountains, 
and have no Charity, I am nothing. An 

though. T beſtow all 2 

and tlough I give my Body te be bur ned, 

and haue not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

Here e are aſſured in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 

by a Man inſpired from Heaven, that if 
ve are poſſeſſed of the moſt extraordinary 

Sifts, and perform the moſt ſhining 
5 Actions, yet if we are deſtitute of the Love 

of God, and ann $0] IO rinks are 
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Goods to feed the: Poor, 


| about be main Matter, the planting - and 
bis moſt excellent Principle in 
dur 2 It is a Plant of our heavenly | 
Father's planting; let us pray earneſtly that 
he would plant, and cheriſh it in us by the 
Inſſuence of his good Spirit. Gal. „ 
We Fruit of the Spirit is Love And with 
our Prayers, let us Join our 7 Bader, 
Flix your Eyes on thoſe: Perfect Examples 
off Love, God, and his Chriſt. Contmu- 
ally read the Goſpel, which is the Law of 
Love: Chide yourſelves for the Froward- 
1 = of your own Spirits, and ſtrive "with 
all your Might, to ſubdue all your Paſſions 
: to Ny" Dickates of were and the ln | 


erb, Hzxcs ever one we. dwells in | 
5 love, i, e. every true Chriſtian, has good 
985 Ground to o conclude be un, obtain — 9 


naw; remember, | 
"was ; the Foandation Kot built Ki opts N. 
In one of my Viſits to him he faid, He 
« that 'dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God; 
6% I dvrell in Love, and therefore 1 dwell , 
in God; and may I not conclude I ſhall 
9 well. with him ? 1 think, 70 de. 1 
. e 
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1 | 66! e is juſt,” / N in a REY * 5 z 
ound fince. his Death, he thus writes: 
ve, &c. This is the great 


1 Gad is Love 
de Ground of my Hope. I dwell in the 
. Love of Ga. with all. my Heart, 

2 and Soul, and Streng th ;—of the Lord 
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35 ec, Poople: "without: HARON 1 HE. all 
Mon, and even of all Enemies, there - 
gb 4 fore 1 ſhall e with God for ever and 
e Wn —— was n 


0 ing «right apon an « 
AN 


f in our Ven it 
me th ſhould” Te 8 N = 
2 Fs the Honour of God, and our own 


Hs =” a Man, $2 11 we 1 him 
throughout, made a very amiable Figure 
in Life. Some ſhine in one Point of Light, 


= ſome in another; but there was a ge- 


neral Luſtre in his Th. This I think 


muſt be allowed by all that knew him, in 


what Capacity 4A we conſider him. 
His natural Temper was mild, obliging, 
and humane. There was indeed. too great 


enderneſs in his Make for his own 5 


Eaſe, though. it was a Benefit to others; 


| for hence it came to | paſs, that un- 


rr cn from Men preſſed heavier upon. 
Dey. | 1 „„ bim Se 
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© calmed" our Sorrows, and” 

_ Gloom that overſpread our Minds, eee 
the perplexing Scenes of this Life! e 
I focial Life he behaved in 4 very: en- 
dearing Manner, as a Huſband, a 2 1 5 


of the Bap. we ". 6s — 
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Him" \fometimnes than he wal "wall able 

bear. His Mein and Addreſs were 
many ad gentecl. He had a Quickneſs 
of Wit, a Pleaſantneſs and F zeilleye of Be- 
| haviour, which being joined with a good 
Acquaintance with Men and Things, and 


under the Correction of ſtrict Virtue; ren- 


dered his Converſation highly agreeable. 
How often has he alleviated our Cares, 
ſcattered” the 


Thoſe that he ſtood i 


and a Friend. 


theſe Relations to, will tell this/ at Toms: 5 
| He had nothing ſour, moroſe, or forbid- 
ding about him, bile” all his Deportment 
Carried in it an Air of Good-will to Men,” 
and by all 1 could ever OR he had- 
NON an honeſt Heart. i 


3 
* 


Ir we conſider Em as a Chritian, — | 
ared to have a vital Senſe of- che Re- 


lien of Jeſus Chriſt deeply planted i in his 

_ Heart, which ſhewed forth itſelf in a uni- 
form Regard to God and Man. Chriſti- 
anity appears a. lovely Thing indeed, in 
the Lives of ſuch Men as he was. 
IN his particular Function as a ue 
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bad is: 10 a . 993 of The 3 


Knowledge, drawn chiefly from that-inex- | 


 fions, the Juſtneſs of his. Method, the 


Hhaauſtible Treaſure the Bible, which he: had - 
a very happy Way of communicating. to 
others. The Clearneſs 3 his Thoughts, 

the Propriety and Freedom of his Expreſ. 


| Deceney of his Elocution, all animated by. 

a true Senſe of the. Importance of the 

Things he delivered, rendered him a . | 

: bang "En. and uſeful Preacher. 
Bor though he was much in this Work, WW 

yet he did by no Means confine. his Endea- 

- vours to do Hg to the Pulpit. - In the 3 


| paſtoral Office, I believe, few have known 


one more aſſiduous. How conſtant and 


unweatied was he in his Viſits from Houſe 


to Houſe; inſtructing, adviſing, comfort- 
a -and helping on in the Way to Hea- 
ven, by all proper Means, thoſe who were 
committed to his Care. He was much in 
0 Pp and bad a N Talent * 5 
1 5 His Pelnnjpins were e . he 
ee a Right of judging for himſelf in 
Matters of Religion, ſo he was always wil- - 
ling to allow it to others. He ran into na 
Extremes in Matters, wherein even good 
Men will differ in this imperfect State, ane 
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diy received him. 
Hr was brought. ds OY an agreca- 


„as an Aſſiſtant to 
next . 5 
7 - Merrel ; 


where he __— 
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ra 


Perſons. ſucceſhively, who 
are fun leing ip great Uſefulneſe, and Ac- 
eptance in the Church. 
Tnukoven the Goodneſs of God, his 5 
Vite was prolonged to near feventy Vears; 
but wheti we wiſhed and hoped: (and, 1 5 
am fdre- when it was much needed) it 
= Mill. babe continued ſome Years on- 
ger; being tos hard preſſed with the Weight 
_ of eme heavy 1 ao his e | 
 Kiled: all at once 13. Dp 

He died as be el ding A 
Regard to ſerious Religion to all that came 
about him, in the moſt pertinent and | 
thetic ' Manner; expreſſing at the Ante 1 
Time à deep Senſe of the Failures of his 
Life and a chtarful Hope of a bleſſed Im- 
_ mortality; 1 have, (ſaid he the laſt 
8 85 1 viſited him, - which u, was the * 
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15 5 of his Da) « that Peace 204 | Gantt. ; 
© 75 I would not be without, for a World.” 1 1 i 2 


1 us lived and died "this eminently 


upon his Brethren in the Miniſtry ; and up- 


bon this religious 3 and the City in 


general. 


As to this Society, I 1 for it will ſcarce - . 
ever be wholly made up; oy. it in ſome 


7 Part, and that ſpeedily ! 
Mau Things on this fad Occafion 


: might be pertinently offered: But I ſhal! 
cConclude with one Word of Apoſtolical 
. Advice, which I am ſure it was the Deſire 
of your late Paſtor ſhould be regarded Þ "2:04 


1 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Be of one Mend tive 


in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace 


Wn be with you. Amen. 
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ood Man, and Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
es Death a ſore Breach is made upon 
* all: Upon his Family, and Friends 
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